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The Honorable U. Alexis Johnson 
Depot)* Under Secretary for 
Political Affairs 
Department of State 
Washington, D» C. 20520 



OGC 66-0798 



7 A p R nm 


Dear Alexis; 


Forwarded herewith is a statement which contains 
information concerning the probable detonation by the Chinese 
Communist* of a nuclear device in the near future. This 
information as set forth is unclassified and, therefore , is 
available for use as a public announcement before the event. 


In the event that^the Chinese modify their fission 
devices to produce a i1n§f« slafls, low-yield thermonuclear 
device, title statement Indicate* that it would be a nuclear 
novelty with ao real military significance and thus downgrades 
the military threat, I hells vs you should know, therefore, of 


Sincerely, 


Desmond FitsGeraid 
Deputy Director for Hans 


Enctoiuft 
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The United state* Government baa valid information *bat 
the Chinee# Communist# are now preparing tbelr third atomic 
teat. It i# being readied in the deeert area a t SinWang. » bae 
been almost a year aiaee the laet Chiaeae nuclear test, and 
there are indications that thl# neat eapieeion will be larger 

and produce greater radioactive fallout than the first two Chinese 

d£aJ<-' 

teste. This test, like the fourth Soviet shot, may be a single - 

low-yield thermonuclear device. Such a device is readily 
available to the Chinese by a modification of their fteeion devices 
tested twice previously. However, such a modification dose not 
represent a true thermonuclear weapon capability and is 
esssntialiy a nuclear novelty with no real military significance. 
We believe it wUl be several years bsfore toe Chinee* develop a 
true thermonuclear device or have a significant stockpile of say 
type of atomic weapon. & the meantime, their continued 
atmospheric testing presents a health hasard to the people of 
Asia and the Pacific on whom the radioactive debris will toll. 
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